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BENEFITS OF GROWING NATIVE PLANTS
GROW SMART POLLINATOR PLANTS
A FEW NATURAL LANDSCAPING RESOURCES

About ATC

WHAT IS NATIVE?

From wildflower.org
…the definition offered by Wasowski in The American Gardener[1] in 1998
“Native plants should be defined as those that have evolved and adapted to a specific location and have
remained genetically unaltered by humans.”
Those with * are native to Wisconsin. The others are native to the Midwest or as noted in the
description.

NATIVARS

Cultivated varieties of native plants bred for certain characteristics
• Smaller size
• Variegated leaves
• Different flower color
Some interesting reading
• Native vs. Nativar
• The Nativar Dilemma
• Considering a Role for Native Plant Cultivars in Ecological Landscaping…

VINES

*WILD YAM
Dioscorea villosa
• 15’
• Full sun to shade
• Moist, well-drained soil
• Heart-shaped leaves
• Greenish-yellow flowers
(dioecious) in spring
• Attractive seed capsules
• No edible tubers
Colic root another name
• Nesting & cover for birds and
small mammals
• Zones 3 to 9

*AMERICAN BITTERSWEET
Celastrus scandens
• 20+’
Twining, rampant grower
• Full sun to shade
• Well-drained soil
• Non-showy yellow-white
flowers May - June
• Attractive fruit in fall occur in
terminal panicles
Need male and female plants
for fruit
American Revolution cultivar
is self-fertile

• Yellow-green fall color
• Bees, butterflies, pollinators,
songbirds
• Do NOT plant the invasive
Oriental bittersweet
• Zones 3 to 8

ATC was formed in 2001, as the first
multi-state, transmission-only utility in
the United States. Unlike most other
utilities, we have a single focus:
transmission.
Our high-voltage transmission lines
enable utilities to move power from a
variety of different sources and
locations to substations and lowervoltage lines that serve communities.
While we are required to keep trees
and brush out of transmission rightsof-way, we do understand they are an
important part of the landscape. Since
2013, we’ve donated over $425,000
to support community planting
projects and establish quality
pollinator habitat within transmission
rights of way.
Visit atcllc.com to learn more.

DUTCHMAN’S PIPE
CORAL HONEYSUCKLE
Aristolochia macrophylla
Lonicera sempervirens
• Up to 20’
• 10-20’
Vigorous twining vine
Twining vine
• Full sun to part shade
• Full sun to part shade
• Moist soil
• Well-drained soil
Suffers in drought
• Summer-long flowers
• Pipe-like flowers May - June
• Bees, butterflies,
Flowers hidden under leaves
hummingbirds, birds
• Host for butterflies
• Deer and black walnut
Pipevine Swallowtail
resistant
• Native SE Canada and Eastern
• Native to Eastern U.S.,
U.S.
including Illinois
• Zones 4 to 8
• Major Wheeler
Nativar
KENTUCKY WISTERIA
Bright red flowers
Wisteria frutescens macrostachya
Mildew resistant
• 15-25’
• Zones 4 to 9
Vigorous twining vine

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Less so than Asiatic
species that is invasive in
SE U.S.
Full to part sun
Moist, well-drained soil
Fragrant flowers open after
leaves in spring
Bees, butterflies, pollinators
Poisonous to cats and dogs
Seeds moderately poisonous
to people
Native to South Central U.S.,
including Illinois
Zones 4a to 8

*VIRGINIA CREEPER
Parthenocissus quinquefolia
• 30-50’
Fast grower, aggressive
Seeds spread by birds
• Attaches to support by
holdfasts and tendrils
Cements itself to walls
• Full sun to full shade
Tolerates heavy shade
• Moist, well-drained soil
Tolerates drought, clay soil
• White to yellowish-green
flowers June - July
Flowers masked by leaves
• Grape-like berries Sept. - Oct.
• Early red fall color

• Birds, host plant for several
moths
• Deer resistant
• Tolerates pollution and black
walnut
• Zones 3 to 9
TRUMPET VINE
Campsis radicans
• 30’+
Rampant grower, needs
yearly pruning
Considered invasive in some
areas
Spreads by rhizomes
• Clinging vine - rootlike
holdfasts
• Full to part sun
• Moist, well-drained soil
Tolerates poor soil, clay soil
and drought conditions
• Late to leaf out
• Flowers in summer
• Avoid over fertilization that
promotes growth and
discourages flowering
• Bees, hummingbirds,
pollinators, songbirds
• Deer resistant
• Native to Eastern North
America
• Zones 4 to 10

About Grow Smart®
ATC’s Grow Smart® program
encourages planting low-growing,
native perennials within the
transmission rights-of-way. This
flowering vegetation can thrive within
the rights-of-way, making utility
corridors ideal for pollinators who
benefit from the contiguous flight
path.
Once established, the native
vegetation beautifies the right-of-way
and provides exceptional habitat for
other species, while also maintaining
the safety and reliability of the electric
grid.
ATC is uniquely positioned to help
establish habitat for pollinators
because of the 9,921 miles of
transmission line right-of-way we
manage. Approximately 40% of our
rights-of-way have been identified as
having suitable pollinator habitat.
Visit atc-GrowSmart.com for lowgrowing, native plant suggestions.

*ALLEGHENY VINE /
*GROUNDNUT
BLEEDING HEART VINE
Apios americana
Adlumia fungosa
• 4’
• 4-6’
Twining vine
Twining stems
• Annual / perennial
• Biennial
• Sun to shade
• Part to full shade
• Moist to wet soil
• Moist, rich soil
• Showy, fragrant flowers in
• Blooms throughout the
summer
summer
• Interesting coiled fruit
• Rare
• Roots are edible
• Native to Midwest and Eastern • Wildlife food source
U.S.
• Bees, butterflies, host plant,
songbirds
• Zones 4 to 9

*VIRGIN’S BOWER
Clematis virginiana
• 12-20’
Twining petioles
Vigorous grower
Spreads by rhizomes and
seeds
• Full sun to part shade
• Moist, well-drained soil
• Dioecious, fragrant flowers
August - October
• Bees, Butterflies,
Hummingbirds
• Deer and black walnut
resistant
• Native to U.S. and Canada
• Zones 3 to 8

SHRUBS
*SHRUBBY ST. JOHN’S WORT
Hypericum prolificum
• 1-4’ tall and wide
• Full sun to part shade
• Dry and clay soil tolerant
• Summer flowers
• Persistent fruit over winter
• Bees
• Zones 4 to 8

*BUSH HONEYSUCKLE
*FRAGRANT SUMAC
Diervilla
Rhus aromatica
• 3-4’ tall
• 2-6’ x 6-10’
• Well-drained to dry soils
• Full sun to part shade
• Full sun to part shade
• Well-drained soil
• Blooms in summer
• Late to emerge in spring
• Cool Splash
• Flowers in spring
Compact, variegated leaves,
• Red, hairy fruit
shade
• Bees
• Kodiak
• Deer resistant
Fast grower, spreads
• Zones 3 to 9
• Hummingbirds, butterflies
• Deer and rabbit resistant
• Zones 3 to 7

Olbrich Botanical Gardens
Stroll through 16 acres of outdoor
display gardens and an indoor,
tropical conservatory at Olbrich
Botanical Gardens. In the outdoor
gardens, visit the Thai Pavilion and
Garden or other specialty gardens
such as the Perennial Garden, Sunken
Garden, and Herb Garden. Discover
Olbrich’s birch walk, embraced by
more than 100 native paper birch, for
a shady garden path that provides a
quiet walk for visitors to stroll from
one display garden to the next. Then,
visit the tropics without leaving
Madison! The Bolz Conservatory, a
sunny 50-foot-high glass pyramid,
houses a diverse collection of tropical
plants, a rushing waterfall, free-flying
birds, and blooming orchids. See the
plants on which some very common
foods grow, such as banana, coffee,
and vanilla. Temperatures in the
Conservatory range from 65 degrees
to 95 degrees Fahrenheit year-round,
making this a truly tropical escape!
Olbrich Botanical Gardens is open
daily, year-round.

*CORALBERRY
Symphoricarpos orbiculatus
• 2-5’ x 4-8’
• Full sun to shade
• Moist to dry soil
• Flowers in late spring - early
summer
• Persistent, colorful fruit
• Fall color
• Bees
• Deer resistant
• Zones 2 to 7
*MEADOWSWEET
Spiraea alba
• 3-4’
• Full sun to part shade
• Moist to wet soil
• Blooms in summer
• Bees, butterflies
• Deer resistant
• Zones 3 to 7
*NEW JERSEY TEA
Ceanothus americanus
• 2-4’ x 3’
• Full sun to part shade
• Loam and sand soils
• Blooms July - August
• Birds, hummingbirds,
butterflies, pollinators, host
plant
• Deer resistant
• Zones 3 to 9

*VIRGINIA SWEETSPIRE
Itea virginica
• 3-5’ tall and wider
• Full sun or shade
• Moist, fertile soils
Some drought tolerance
• Lacks vigor in high pH soils
• Blooms in summer
• Great red fall color
• Hummingbird favorite
• Native to Eastern U.S.,
including Illinois
• Zones 5 to 9
*CANADA YEW
Taxus canadensis
• 3-6’ x 6-8’
Open growth habit
• Full sun to part shade
• Moist, sandy loam
• Evergreen
• Shelter from winter sun and
wind
• Zones 2 to 6
*WINTERBERRY
Ilex verticillata
• 6-12’ tall and wide
• Full sun to part shade
• Moist to wet, acidic soil
• Dioecious flowers, not
effective
• Fruit showy

Need one male for every
5 females for fruit
• Bees, butterflies
• Deer resistant
• Zones 3 to 9
*LEATHERWOOD
Dirca palustris
• 3-6’ tall and wide
• Part to full shade
• Moist to wet soil
Rain garden plant for
shady locations
• Spring flowers
• Fruit hidden by leaves
• Good yellow fall color
• Deer resistant
• Zones 3 to 9
*BLACK CHOKEBERRY /
RED CHOKEBERRY
Photinia melanocarpa
Aronia arbutifolia
• 3-10’ tall and wider
• Full sun to part shade
• Moist to wet, well-drained
soil
• Spring flowers
• Red fall color
• Persistent black or red fruit
• Butterflies, bee, birds
• Native to Eastern U.S.
• Zones 3 to 9

About Melinda
Nationally known gardening expert, TV/
radio host, author & columnist Melinda
Myers has over 30 years of horticulture
experience and has written over 20
gardening books, including Can’t Miss
Small Space Gardening, the Midwest
Gardener's Handbook, and Jackson and
Perkins’ Beautiful Roses Made Easy. She
hosts the nationally-syndicated
“Melinda’s Garden Moment” program
airing on over 115 TV and radio stations
throughout the U.S. Melinda also hosts
the internationally distributed Great
Courses “How to Grow Anything” DVD
series, including the latest Food
Gardening for Everyone DVD set. She is a
columnist and contributing editor for
Birds & Blooms magazine, writes the
twice monthly “Gardeners’ Questions”
newspaper column and a nationallydistributed gardening column. She
appears regularly as a guest expert
on national and local television and radio
shows.
Visit Melinda’s website,

melindamyers.com

RUNNING SERVICEBERRY
Amelachier spicata

formerly Amelanchier stolonoifera

• 3-6’ tall and wider
• Full sun to part shade
• Well-drained soil
Drought tolerant
• White flowers in spring
• Edible, showy fruit in June
• Yellow-orange fall color
• Bees, butterflies, pollinators,
songbirds, small mammals
• Native to East coast
• Zones 2 to 6

SASKATOON
Amelanchier alnifolia
• 4-10’ or larger
• Full sun to shade
• Good drainage
Occasionally dry or wet
• White flowers in spring
• Edible fruit
• Yellow-red-burgundy fall
color
• Bees, butterflies, pollinators,
songbirds, small mammals,
specialized bees
• Native to Central and
Western U.S.
• Zones 4 to 9
STRAWBERRY BUSH
Euonymus americanus
• 4-6’ or more tall and wide
• Part shade

•
•
•
•

Spring flowers
Attractive fruit in fall
Birds
Native to Eastern U.S.,
including Illinois
• Zones 5 to 9
*NINEBARK
Physocarpus opulifolius
• 3-10’
• Space 3-5’
• Well-drained soils
Drought tolerant
• Full sun to part shade
• Interesting bark
• Cultivars with colorful
foliage
Amber Jubilee
Fireside
• Pollinators, host plant (green
leaved ones best)
• Zones 2 to 7
CAROLINA ALLSPICE
Calycanthus floridus
• 6-10’ x 6-12’
• Sun or shade
Shorter in shade
• Prefers moist, loamy soil, but
adaptable
• Fragrant flowers late spring
into summer
• Fall fruit persists into winter
• Butterflies, pollinators,
predatory insects
• Deer resistant

• Native to Midwest and SE
U.S.
• Zones 4 to 9
*BUTTONBUSH
Cephalanthus occidentalis
• 5-8’ x 3-6’
• Full sun to part shade
• Moist to wet soil
Occasionally dry
• Fragrant flowers in summer
• Showy fruit that persists into
winter
• Bees, butterflies, pollinators,
wildlife cover
• Deer resistant
• Zones 3 to 11
*COMMON ELDERBERRY
Sambucus canadensis
• 5-12’ tall and wider
Aggressive, spreading by
rhizomes
• Full sun to part shade
• Moist to wet soil
Tolerates dry
• White, fragrant, edible
flowers in summer
Parts of plant are
poisonous
• Attractive fruit
• Birds, bees, butterflies,
pollinators, hummingbirds,
small mammals
• Zones 3 to 9

UPCOMING
APPEARANCES &
WEBINARS
Check often as more information
and webinars continue to be added.

July 17th In-Person
Sanger House Gardens
Shade Gardening Seminar &
Sanger House Gardens Tour

July 18th In-Person
Ebert’s Greenhouse
Village
Drought Tolerant Perennials
and Shrubs for Southeastern
Wisconsin

July 20th Webinar
Ask the Plant Doctor Q&A
Session

July 24th In-Person
Lake Country Art &
Garden Tour
Ask the Plant Doctor Q&A
Session

*NORTHERN SPICEBUSH
Lindera benzoin
• 6-12’ tall and wide
• Full sun to part shade
• Moist, well-drained acid soil
Tolerates some dry
conditions
• Dioecious, fragrant, yellow
flowers in spring
• Edible, bright red fruit in fall
• Yellow fall color
• Butterflies, host plant,
pollinators, songbirds, small
mammals
• Native to SE Canada and
Eastern U.S.
• Zones 4 to 9
SILKY DOGWOOD
Cornus amomum
• 6-10’ tall and wide
• Full sun (if soil moist) to
shade (preferred)
• Moist soil
• Spring flowers
• Blue fruit in late summer
• Reddish-purple fall color
• Bees, butterflies, birds, small
mammals
• Tolerates deer and black
walnut
• Native to Eastern U.S.
• Zones 4 to 8

*REDTWIG DOGWOOD Cornus
sericea
• 5-9’ spreads to 10’
• Full sun to part shade
• Moist to wet soil
✴ Not drought tolerant
• Dull white flowers late May
• White fruit in June
• Reddish-purple fall color
• Red stems for year-round
color
• Butterflies, bees, birds
• Deer resistant
• Zones 2 to 7
*MAPLELEAF VIBURNUM
Viburnum acerifolium
• 3-6’ x 2-6’
• Full sun to part shade
• Moist to wet soil
Occasionally dry
• Bees, butterflies, host plant,
pollinators, small mammals,
songbirds
• Tolerates deer and black
walnut
• Zones 4 to 8

*AMERICAN CRANBERRYBUSH
VIBURNUM
Viburnum opulus var.
americanum
formerly Viburnum trilobum

•
•
•
•
•

8-12’ tall and wide
Full sun to part shade
Moist, well-drained soil
White flowers late spring
Bright red fruit
Astringent, but edible
Red fall color
• Pollinators, mammals,
songbirds
• Zones 2 to 7

*ARROWWOOD VIBURNUM
Viburnum dentatum
• 6-12’ x 8-10’
• Upright growth
• Full sun to shade
• Moist to dry soil
• Creamy white flowers May early June
• Blue fruit
• Yellowish-orange fall color
• Bees, butterflies, birds
• Deer resistant
• Viburnum Leaf Beetle
• Zones (2)3 to 8

Sign up for my
FREE

Newsletter!

Get the chance to win a
seasonal prize!
SIGN UP NOW

MISS A WEBINAR?
Melinda’s Webinars are
Available On Demand!

WATCH NOW

Contact Diggers Hotline or your local underground utility
locating service BEFORE you start digging - It’s a FREE service
In Wisconsin file online at diggershotline.com or anywhere in the
U.S., including Wisconsin, call 811 at least 3 business days before
putting the first shovel in the ground. Once your request is
received, Diggers Hotline (or your local locating service) contacts
all the appropriate underground utilities. The utility’s locators will
mark the location of the underground utilities in the work area.
Avoid digging near the marks to reduce the risk of damage,
personal injury or even death.

Thank You to American Transmission Co.
for Sponsoring this Webinar
Visit atc-growsmart.com

Thank You to Olbrich Botanical Gardens
for Hosting this Webinar
Visit olbrich.org

MELINDAMYERS.COM
✦

Audio tips

✦

Video tips

✦

Frequently asked questions

✦

Monthly gardening checklists & more

✦

Be sure to sign up for my E-newsletter to get timely gardening tips and a chance to win

Melinda’s Garden Moment nationally syndicated TV and Radio segments
Birds & Blooms magazine
Books
• Midwest Gardener’s Handbook

• Month-by-Month Gardening in Minnesota & Wisconsin

• Small Space Gardening

• Michigan Getting Started Garden Guide

• Midwest Lawn Guides

• Month-by-Month Gardening in Michigan

• Minnesota & Wisconsin Getting Started Garden Guide

• Month-by-Month Gardening in Iowa

The Great Courses’ How to Grow Anything DVD Series
• Food Gardening for Everyone
• Make Your Trees and Shrubs Thrive

• Your Best Garden and Landscape
• Container Gardening Tips and Techniques

CONNECT WITH ME

