Additional Information & Resources in follow up to 9/4/25 Fall Landscape Planting & Care

Thanks for joining me for Fall Landscape Planting and Care. One of the questions I promised to
research was an aster variety whose bottom leaves do not all turn brown by the end of the season.
Chicago Botanic Garden did an evaluation of asters in 2013 you may find useful
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/downloads/planteval notes/no36_asters.pdf. Look for those
resistant to powdery mildew as well as other performance ratings. This disease can cause leaf

drop, especially starting from the ground up. I have heard lots of positives about Raydon’s
Favorite and is mentioned in the Chicago Botanic Garden Plant Evaluation as well as these two
articles https://www.finegardening.com/article/awesome-
asters?srsltid=AfmBOop3U2hlftd5da68dMOC60CfDSt-9 11j5¢QT1PICWW-vwAKrMI- and
this article https://www.avantgardensne.com/gardenforeplay/?p=7395

Here is the garden fork adaptation recommended for hard to dig plants:

The Grosse Point Garden Center gardeners shared this tool adaptation they learned from another
gardener and found it worked great. Cut and mount a piece of PVC onto a digging fork. Place a
piece of lath on the front and the PVC pipe on the back of a digging fork. Hold them in place
with ductwork strapping. The PVC pipe provides leverage making it easier to dig and lift hostas,
iris rhizomes and other perennials out of the ground.

When asked about the floppy panicle hydrangea I mentioned the recording of my webinar
Hydrangea Selection, Pruning & Care as well as the handout. Both are available on my website.
To WATCH ON-DEMAND CLICK HERE and enter password: qc=#?z4H

DOWNLOAD HANDOUT

We also received this question prior to the webinar that I did not answer, so here goes:

We were able to dig a new garden plot in “sand.” We planted 14 small evergreens and many
perennial seeds were just thrown in along with marigold seeds. We have deer, no fence to area
and a lot of crab grass which I will do my absolutely best to get all out before the end of

Sept. We have no mulch down. What do you suggest for not too expensive mulch around trees
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and in garden. Do I cover everything?

Pull out marigolds? We have quite a few white pine near our yard and I could use the needles if
you feel this is a good mulch.

Looking forward to watching your webinar!  Elizabeth

Melinda: Crabgrass is an annual that will die over winter. Removing it before it sets seed
prevents hundreds of new plants sprouting the following year. You can remove the marigolds
now or in the spring if they were healthy and pest free plants can be added to your compost pile.
Evergreen needles make an excellent mulch and are long lasting. Fall leaves are another option
you may have access to and they’re free. I would cover any bare soil, spreading mulch around
the trees and perennials. Just pull the mulch back from the tree trunks and base of the perennials.



